The end of Jonathan MIler’s dedication sernon, given on January 7, 1809

copied fromthe original hand witten notebook by
Clifford Alderman. (Sonme very difficult to decipher)

--that fromthe beginning it has been highly esteemed for its great and happy

effects, --that it is of the highest inportance as instrunental to our eterna
interests, and that it is also worthy of regard, for its benign influence on civil
soci ety and social intercourse; --this last has been illustrated by contrasting

the state of society, where public Christian worship is seriously attended, with
those parts of the world where it is not known, and even with those who neglect it
in our owm |and, that by actual observation, nade on faith, we mght discover its
excellence in this world. We nust now attend to sonme h

Refl ecti ons and Remarks
Bei ng this day convened for the purpose of consecrating this house to

al mghty God, and setting it apart for his service, as devoted to public Christian
worship, as its principal end; those who appreciate the sacred institution nust
rejoice. It is an occasion that demands joy, and that with gratitude and earnest
supplications, like those of Sol onobn, we should appear before God to dedicate the
sanctuary. It is an offering we make unto God, a place where we hope to behold his
glory, and enjoy his presence. OQught we not then to apply unto himw th earnest
prayer, that He woul d graciously accept the offering, that He would nmeet us in
this place from Sabbath to Sabbath, and on ot her occasional religious neetings,
that He would behold us in nercy in this place, and graciously hear all the
prayers that nay be offered with sincerely, and dwell anong us, and bless us with
the rich outpourings of his spirit upon all the people. Thus were the tabernacle
and the tenple set apart for God, and thus it has been usual to dedicate Christian
churches to his service

But before the house shall be thus sanctified by prayer, let us thankfully
notice the good hand of God towards us for years past, in his dealings with us
since we were incorporated as an ecclesiastical society.

For fifty years past, there have been a few famlies in this town. It
i ncreased but very gradually, for the forest and the (heather) were al npst
annual ly burnt, and the soil by that neans made thin and naked.

In the year 1774, there were a small nunber of inhabitants settled about in
al rost every quarter of the town, and being a great distance from any place of
public worship, they wished to be incorporated as an eccl esiastical society, that
they m ght be accommpbdat ed anong t hensel ves, and they received a charter fromthe
| egislature for that purpose, thirty four years ago. Imediately, on the very next
year, the distressing revolutionary war of the present United States of American
commenced. W were attacked with the fleets and armes of Great Britain continued
nearly 8 years. This war particularly distressing to our infant settlenment on
account of their particular circunmstances. No exenptions fromthe public taxation
coul d be obtained in our favor, the exigencies of the country adnmtted of no such
i munities. The inhabitants were generally poor, and becane necessarily involved
in debt, their land wild and uni nproved, except sonme small beginnings; the support
of their famlies, the clearing their land, the erection of dwellings, fences, and
shelter for their cattle, demanded nore than all their tinme and strength. Those
who know the hardshi ps of beginning a new settlenment in a w | derness, have
however, no adequate idea of the distresses of this society: For they were subject
according to their (poles) to the same mlitary drafts and inprisonnments as the
ol der settl enments where houses and barns were already built, their famlies
confortable, and their lands in a state of good cultivation. Young nmen, and the
fathers of young famlies, were worried by alarms, and called to frequent tours of
mlitary duty; while the remainder of the famlies to which they bel onged,



suffered extrenme hardships, in addition to their anxiety for the safety of those
who were gone to war. The inprovenent of their |ands, on which the support of
their lives, and the lives of their fanmlies depended, was at a stand, and the
public taxes were high. It is inpossible even for our elderly people to retrace
all their extremties, much less can | inpress an adequate idea of them upon the
gener ations which have since arisen. The whole country was extrenely inpoverished,
and this society had a distinguished | ot of sufferings. Yet, by the blessing of
God on their alnost incredible industry, they gradually advanced, and every year
their circunstances becanme nore confortable.

But to their praise be it spoken, and as an exanple to their children, in
the mdst of all their difficulties, they manifested a | audabl e zeal to enjoy the
ordi nances of the gospel. Various preachers were successfully enpl oyed anong t hem
and their congregations assenbled in barns, and private houses. This was
i nconveni ent, and a general desire appeared to erect a house for public worship.
Numer ous neetings were hol den for the purpose, and different plans devised, and
stakes pitched. But before the close of the war, not withstandi ng every
enbarrassnment they had erected a neeting-house, and there they held their
assenblies for divine service. And the next year, which was the year in which the
treaty of peace was ratified, they had one settled with themin the gospe
mnistry.

Since then, the sane habits of general industry have continued and achieved
fromthe calamties of war, thro' the goodness of God, we have greatly increased
in numbers and wealth, and now rival the ol der settlenents about us in the
conforts and conveni ences of |ife.

It would be ungrateful not to notice the special goodness of divine
provi dence, in enabling this infant society to struggle thro' such sore
enbarrassnments, froman uncultivated forest, high taxation, poverty and war, arid
di sposing them in the mdst of all these discouragenments, to exert thensel ves
with such zeal and success in providing for the enjoynent of gospel ordinances.

It has been no small increase to the perplexity of past years, that a
consi derabl e nunber of inhabitants deserted the society, tho' that m ght have been
expected. But thro' the goodness of God, those days of extremity are past, and we
now have a confortable prospect before us. The Lord grant, that we may take heed
to oursel ves, against the tenptations of prosperity, lest it harden our hearts to
the negl ect of divine things.

As to our town privileges, we remained a part of Farm ngton, till within
about twenty-three years; when we and New Canbri dge were incorporated by the nane
of Bristol; we becane a town by ourselves on the 16th of June, 1806.

Thus in the course of about 34 years, notw thstandi ng every enbarrassnent,
God has in his providence bestowed such bl essings, that froma few scattered
cottages, we are brought to our present state, and this decent house is a wtness
of his goodness. May it be a place of rich spiritual comrunication to us, and to
succeedi ng generati ons.

The goodness of God to us will be further manifest, by considering his
dealings with the church in this society.

This church of Christ was first gathered on the third of July, 1783, a
little nore than 25 years ago, and tho' the number of communicants then anmounted
to but 26, who bringing letters of recomrendati on from other churches, to which
t hey bel onged, were formed into church fell owships with each other, yet it was a
tinme of great solemity and rejoicing, and an instance of the goodness and nercy
of God, which m ght well confort and aninmate the friends of Zion. God then planted



a visible church of Christ, which is truly an inportant event. Zion was set up in
this society; and may it continue to the end of time; and fromthis branch, may
i nnumer abl e saints be transplanted to the church above.

Not far fromthis tine, God was pleased to grant us the influences of his
Holy Spirit, give his children a precious refreshing, and call a number who were
dead in sin, into his fold. This, | believe, was the first revival of religion
which attracted the general attention of the people, after the incorporation of
the society.

Between 2 and 5 nmonths after the formation of the church, the present
pastor, after preaching here, the greatest part of the tinme, far nore than a year,
was sol emmly consecrated to the work of the gospel mnistry, and installed over
this church.

The church fromthe first has been preserved in general peace and harnony;
we have been permtted, without interruption, to assenble for Christian worship,
the speci al ordi nances of the New Testanment have been adm ni stered, and we have
sat together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The nmenbers of the church becane
gradual | y nore nunmerous by new accessions, till w thin about nine years. But God
had richer blessings in store for us than anything that we had ever seen, and
greater than our unbelieving hearts had expected to receive.

Early in the year 1799 the Holy CGhost was sent down from heaven anong us
with power. A general attention to the things of religion took place, thro al nost
the whol e parish, our neetings were (scious) on the Sabbath, and were attended
with solemity several other times in the week. Levity, balls, and other
di versions were long laid aside, and the concerns of religious and eternity, about
all other things, engaged the attention, and becane the matter of npst interesting
di scourses of a large proportion of he people. The church and the congregation
acknow edged that God was anpbng us in every deed. Wth what enotion do nmany of us
retrace in frequent reflection that blessed tinme, some, as the season of richer
comuni cati ons of divine grace and confort, than they had ever before enjoyed, and
sonme, as the time in which they hunbly hope they were brought out of darkness into
marvel ous light? In that, and the year follow ng, 52 were added to the church

It would al so be ungrateful in us not to recollect with thankfu
acknow edgenents at this time, the special presence of God in one part of the
pari sh, between 2 and 3 years ago. May God return anong us, exercise his power and
grace, exceeding all that we have yet behel d.

The church has since continued to receive additions to its nunmbers. The
whol e nunber who have been nmenbers of this comruni on nount according to the
records to 183: 52 have renoved fromus with recormendations to other churches; 23
we hope are now enjoying their divine Lord, perfected in holiness, and
transplanted into his heavenly kingdom and 100 still remain. The Lord give us
grace, that we nmay serve himfaithfully here bel ow, see Zi on prosper, and be
prepared to unite with all the redeemed in everlasting glory. And ( ) may | arge
addi tions, of nore pious believers that ourselves, be continually added to this
portion of the church of Christ.

There has been a good agreenent and harnmony fromthe first, both in this
church, and in the society, and between them and may it |ong conti nue and
i ncrease.

We are now for the first time convened in this house, which God has enabl ed
us to build for his worship. And while we rejoice on the occasion, we cannot but
perceive ourselves as strangers in it. Here we have never met before, have never
have held communion with God and with each other in the sweet enploynments of



devoti on. And we have never heard the matchl ess | ove of our divine redeener

decl ared, nor attended the sacred menorials of his death within these walls. Cur
feelings |l ead our reflections back to yonder building, coarse, small and decayi ng.
There one and another can go and say, here in this place | sat trenmbling and bowed
down, under the consciousness of an heart unspeakably corrupt, and the tenors of
the Lord on my rebellious soul drank up my spirits, while | heard the weighty
truths of the word of CGod: --There, on that seat | heard the first sernon that
reached my heart. There | felt nmy soul drawn out in love, and flew with
transport, and joys before unknown, on the glad tidings of salvation. In that
alley I stood, and (avouched) the Lord Jehovah, Father, son and Holy Ghost, to be
my God, and entered into covenant to be the Lord s. And fromthat holy table
have received the sacred synbols of the body and bl ood of ny redeemer, in solem
joyful conmunion with my brothers and sisters in Christ.

To many of us the nenory of that house is precious, and it will be |ong
probably forever remenbered, as the place where God has often fed us with the
bread of life.

But regret not that the fashion of this world passeth away. Tabernacl es,
tenpl es and sanctuaries were not designed to continue: W ourselves shall soon
resign to the dust. God is the sane, and with respect to spiritual conmunicati ons,
he can make the glory of this house richer than the old. Here we may feast our
hearts on the divine glories. And here, the Lord grant, that many hundreds nmay
soon make a sincere confession of the Christian faith, and may our eyes behold and
be bl essed with the joyful sight.

But al as! Miust not some of us reflect, that in yonder deserted building, we
have grown hardened under the nmpbst solemn truths, have there heard and rejected
the addresses of redeem ng | ove, have di sregarded the tenors of the Lord, and have
in vain been adnoni shed of the wath to come. Those walls are the witnesses of the
| ong suffering conpassion of God, and of the obstinate perverseness of those who
have persevered in the rejections of his grace. But may he, whose tender nercies
are above the heavens, pardon this great iniquity, and visit us all with his
salvation. And in this new sanctuary, may we receive a rich ernest? O the ki ngdom
of heaven.

It is God who has given both the ability and the heart to set up this
bui I di ng; and woul d he have done it, if he had not good still in store to be
bestowed on us? He will, we trust, accept the offering he enables us to nake, as
he did the sanctuaries of old, and will here bless his own institutions. He, who
heard the prayer of Sol onon, remains the sanme, and will as readily answer the
supplications, which we may offer himin the sincerity of our hearts. Let us
earnestly entreat his bl essing.

We have erected this house with the avowed design, that it should be a place
for religious worship: and is it not a pledge yet we give to our God, that we wll
here attend his worship, according to all that he requires, and be constant at the
sanctuary, and to all the gracious institutions he has appointed us? Yet, it is an
of fering by which we decl are our appreciation of divine worship, and by
i nplication, pledge ourselves to attend upon it: and it is unnecessary to repeat
what has been said on the privilege and (About 3 lines of the end is mi ssing)



