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Town of Burlington 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016  

                
                                                                   
The meeting convened at 7:02 PM, Thursday, January 21, 2016.  Present were: Ed Jurkiewicz, 
president, Mike Vollono, vice president, David Goshdigian, secretary, Pat Miller, Dick Alden, John 
Derewonko, and David Wagner, members, Ginger Doherty, alternate, and Ted Shafer, First 
Selectman. 

 
Citizen Comment: 

There was no citizen comment. 

Acceptance of December 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes: 

With two abstentions, the committee voted to accept the December 17, 2015 draft minutes without 
correction. 

Acceptance of January 4, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes: 

The committee voted unanimously to accept the January 4, 2016 draft minutes without correction. 

Vote on Whether to Recommend Adopting Proposed Right to Farm Ordinance: 

The committee was unsure whether it has been presented with a final proposed right to farm 
ordinance for a vote.  We had been presented with proposed ordinances from the Conservation 
Commission, from Jon Schwartz, and with a model ordinance from Joan Nichols of the Connecticut 
Farm Bureau Association.  Pat Miller reported that the Conservation Commission discussed the 
model ordinance in their last meeting and wanted to make some slight modifications.  John Hebert, 
Chairman of the Conservation Commission, presented the committee with a copy of the ordinance as 
modified by the Conservation Commission.  Mr. Hebert stated that the Conservation Commission is in 
favor of removing the local enforcement provision.  The committee asked questions about the two 
modifications to the model ordinance, specifically, the requirement that the farm has been in 
operation for at least one year and that the operation has not “been substantially changed.”  This 
language appears in the state statute, General Statutes § 19a-341. 

The committee also discussed whether the ordinance had to be exactly the same as the state statute.  
The committee expressed a desire to ask Joan Nichols about the differences between the model 
ordinance and the state statute.  Mr. Hebert stated that the Conservation Commission would probably 
go back and review these differences, and that he would contact Joan Nichols in this respect. 

Review of Revised Proposal from General Code: 

John Derewonko and Ted Shafer updated the committee on the process of hiring General Code to 
assist in reviewing and revising the ordinances.  John reported that General Code reduced the price 
of the project and the recurring annual fee, increased the page count covered by the quoted price, 
and provided a time line that begins in March, 2016, and ends in August, 2017, emphasizing that the 
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company can work to with the time frame of this committee.  General Code represented that new 
ordinances could be submitted for review for approximately six months after the contract is signed. 

The Board of Selectman voted unanimously to hire General Code.  The proposal to hire General 
Code was then presented to the Board of Finance, who postponed a vote until it had sufficient time to 
review the materials submitted.  

The committee had some questions about the revised proposal from General Code, which previously 
was circulated to the committee.  One issue was how to address the resolutions previously passed; 
whether those resolutions should be drafted as ordinances or housed in a separate resolution 
section.  Furthermore, John proposed that the contract should provide that the General Code has 
agreed to work on the resolutions as well.  The committee also wanted to ask whether General Code, 
in the future, may require users to register or create an account before accessing the ordinances 
through their website.   

Discussion of Peddlers and Hawkers Ordinance: 

Pat proposed the equivalent of a “Do not call” list for peddlers and hawkers—a list of residents who 
do not want door-to-door solicitation—with an associated fine for those who solicit from residents on 
the list.  Ted stated that door-to-door solicitors infrequently come to the town hall to comply with the 
licensing requirement of the current ordinance, but there are business that solicit door-to-door in 
town.  He stated that other solicitors decide to bypass Burlington once they become aware of the 
ordinance.  Ted hoped that the committee would update the ordinance, and he will provide some 
materials from the town attorney to assist us. 

Ted informed the committee that an ordinance regarding distributing notices or publications to 
residents on their property has been drafted and will be presented at the upcoming annual town 
meeting.  Although this ordinance was intended to address a past problem in town, the goal is that it 
will be useful in the future as well. 

New Business/Items for January 21, 2015 Meeting: 

Pat proposed creating a list of proposed ordinances to repeal.  She suggested beginning with the list 
Dave Goshdigian provided previously.  The committee also discussed determining whether an 
ordinance is duplicative of a state statute and, if possible, proposing to repeal the ordinance if the 
town would like to defer to the state statute.  Furthermore, the police department may have 
recommendations for which ordinances may be repealed. 

Ginger Doherty asked whether there is a different process for changing the resolutions as opposed to 
the ordinances.  The committee could ask General Code for its opinion based on prior experience. 

The committee discussed a possible agricultural commission or a hybrid conservation/agricultural 
commission.  Joan Nichols of the Connecticut Farm Bureau association previously stated that both 
exist in Connecticut towns.  Ted stated that the Board of Selectman was able to determine that there 
was enough interest in the community to staff two independent commissions.  Ted reported that Carl 
Salsedo, a member of the Board of Selectman, was particularly interested in this issue.  Ed wanted to 
invite Carl to give his opinion on this topic at an upcoming meeting.   
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John asked what material would serve as the official ordinances to give to General Code.  The 
committee requested that John ask General Code for their preference. 

Items for February 18, 2016 Meeting: 

The following items were proposed for the next regular meeting:  presentation from police, discussion 
with Carl Salsedo, discussion of proposed ordinances for repeal, discussion of the peddlers and 
hawkers ordinance, further discussion and vote on the right to farm ordinance. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
David Goshdigian 
Secretary, Ordinance Committee 
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